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April 11, 2018 
Ms. Susan Pierce 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
West Virginia Division of Culture and History 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard E 
Charleston, WV 25305-0300 
 
 
Subject: Mountain Valley Pipeline Project 

Proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline Project Facilities in Craigsville, Nicholas County, 
West Virginia 

  FR# 15-67-Multi 
FERC Docket CP16-10 

 
 
Dear Ms. Pierce: 
 
Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC (MVP), a joint venture between affiliates of EQT Midstream Partners, LP, 
NextEra Energy, Inc., Con Edison Gas Midstream, LLC, WGL Holdings, Inc., and RGC Midstream, LLC, has 
received an order issuing a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (Order) from the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act, authorizing it to 
construct and operate the proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline Project (project) located in 17 counties in 
West Virginia and Virginia. 
 
This letter has been submitted to provide information on several project-related changes and to provide 
the West Virginia Division of Culture and History (WVDCH) an opportunity to comment on the potential 
impacts of the project on historic properties.  Specifically, this letter addresses: 
 

• Previously recorded Resource NI-0230’s (culvert) corrected location and potential impacts 
related to use of MVP-ATWS-218A (additional temporary workspace); 

• Potential impacts associated with use of Resource NI-0231 (Pardee and Curtin Lumber Company 
Railroad) as permanent Access Road (AR) MVP-NI-151.02; and 

• Survey of MVP-ATWS-1527 and potential impacts related to its use. 
 
In compliance with the executed Programmatic Agreement (PA) for the project, SEARCH has prepared 
this letter to address the above issues related to the proposed MVP facilities located in Craigsville, 
Nicholas County, West Virginia (Figure 1).  The proposed project facilities are located on the south side 
of the Gauley River, west of Panther Creek Road. 
 
Resource NI-0230 (Culvert) 
 
This culvert (NI-0230) is located near MVP-ATWS 218A which intersects the MVP corridor at milepost 
(MP) 119.00.  It is associated with the Pardee and Curtin Lumber Company Railroad (NI-0231), and was 
originally documented in a Tetra Tech, Inc. report titled Mountain Valley Pipeline Project, Cultural 
Resources Survey Report, Combined County Report I (Espino et al. 2018), submitted to the WVDCH in 
February 2018.  In this report, the culvert was mapped within the survey area for MVP-ATWS-218A, but 
outside of the limits of disturbance (LOD) for the project as they were defined in February 2018.  Figure 
2, adapted from the Espino et al. 2018 report, illustrates the survey area in the vicinity of the culvert, the 
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February LOD, the location of the culvert as it was originally mapped, and the actual location of the 
culvert that was verified during March fieldwork.  An inset on Figure 2 illustrates the current AR LOD 
within the previously surveyed ATWS.  In the March 7, 2018, WVDCH comment letter on Espino et al. 
2018, the agency indicated that the culvert had retained its integrity of location, setting, design, 
workmanship, and materials and, as such, if the Pardee and Curtin Lumber Company Railroad is deemed 
eligible in the future, the culvert would be considered a contributing element.  For the purposes of this 
letter report, MVP requested that SEARCH treat the culvert as eligible and assess the impacts of the 
proposed project facilities on the resource.  Because the culvert is actually located more than 61 meters 
(200 feet) from the closest project facility LOD, it is our recommendation that there will be no impacts 
on the culvert, and no additional protections are necessary during construction.  Attachment 2 follows 
this letter and contains an updated historic property inventory form for NI-0230. 
 
Resource NI-0231 (Pardee and Curtin Lumber Company Railroad) 
 
A portion of the Pardee and Curtin Lumber Company Railroad (NI-0231) crosses the pipeline at MP 
118.95.  It was also documented in the February report (Espino et al. 2018).  Figure 3, adapted from that 
report, illustrates a portion of the railroad in the vicinity of the project, the LOD as it was defined at that 
time, and the survey corridor.  As seen on Figure 3, the project LOD crossed a small portion of the 
railroad grade (approximately 38.1 meters [125 feet]) at that time.  In the comment letter dated March 
7, 2018, WVDCH concurred that the railroad was not eligible under Criteria B or C; however, additional 
information would be necessary for the agency to issue an opinion on eligibility under Criterion A.  In 
addition, the WVDCH indicated that the railroad retained its integrity of location and setting, but that 
the project would have no adverse effect on the railroad. 
 
For the purposes of this letter report, MVP requested that SEARCH treat the railroad as eligible and 
assess the impacts of using a portion of NI-0231 for the proposed permanent AR MVP-NI-151.02.   
AR MVP-NI-151.02 follows Panther Creek Road for 30 meters (98.4 feet) before turning west and 
following the remnant Pardee and Curtin Lumber Company Railroad (NI-0231) for 701 meters  
(2,230 feet).  The AR then turns slightly south and intersects the southeast corner of newly proposed 
MVP-ATWS-1527 (Figure 4).  The AR continues along the northern border of MVP-ATWS 218 and  
MVP-ATWS 218A and wraps around the western extent of MVP-ATWS-218A before terminating at  
AR MVP-MLV-AR-14.  In total, AR MVP-NI-151.02 covers 1,346 meters (4,416 feet).  Figure 4 depicts the 
portion of the railroad in the vicinity of the project, the proposed AR and ATWS, their associated LODs, 
and the survey corridor reported in Espino et al. 2018.  The proposed AR occupies 4 percent of the 
original 17.6-kilometer (10.9-mile) railroad and will consist of a permanent gravel road centered on the 
remnant railroad bed (Photo 1).  The width of the AR will range between 2.4 and 4.6 meters (8 and  
15 feet). 
 
The proposed location for AR MVP-NI-151.02 was previously subjected to an archaeological survey in 
December 2017 and reported in Espino et al. 2018 (see Figure 3).  Sloping, scoured, and rocky terrain, as 
well as disturbances from railroad construction and coal mining activity, made this area unsuitable for 
subsurface archaeological testing.  No additional cultural resources or materials were recorded within 
the proposed location of AR MVP-NI-151.02. 
 
The construction of AR MVP-NI-151.02 will result in a minor change to the setting of resource NI-0231 
because, in its current state, the remnant railroad bed appears as a dirt and gravel two-track road (see 
Photo 1).  Further, the construction of the permanent AR will have no impact on the location of the 
resource.  SEARCH does not recommend further architectural history assessment of NI-0231 under 
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Criterion A because the project’s impacts on the resource will not adversely affect its integrity of 
location or setting.  In fact, the long-term maintenance of this AR may aid in the preservation of the 
historic railroad corridor in the project LOD—the AR will be centered on and will coincide with the path 
of the remnant railroad bed, and its permanent maintenance will prevent the remnant railroad bed from 
vegetation overgrowth. 
 
MVP-ATWS-1527 
 
In March 2018, MVP requested that SEARCH assess the impacts of the newly proposed project facility 
MVP-ATWS-1527 on historic properties.  MVP-ATWS-1527 measures 0.67 hectares (1.65 acres) and is 
situated along the Gauley River.  Figure 4 illustrates the proposed ATWS, the current LOD, the railroad 
bed (NI-0231) in the vicinity of the ATWS, and the survey corridor reported in Espino et al. 2018.  The 
southern boundary of the ATWS is collocated with or immediately adjacent to NI-0231 for 200 meters 
(656 feet) or 1 percent of the railroad’s original 17.6-kilometer (10.9-mile) length.  The anticipated 
impacts associated with use of MVP-ATWS-1527 would include minor grading and leveling within the 
upper 30 centimeters (12 inches) of the soil column, as needed. 
 
A majority (58 percent) of the area proposed for MVP-ATWS-1527 was surveyed in December 2017 and 
was reported in Espino et al. 2018 (see Figure 4).  Due to sloping, scoured, and rocky terrain, as well as 
disturbances from railroad construction and coal mining activities, the survey area was unsuitable for 
subsurface archaeological testing.  No archaeological sites or cultural materials were recorded within 
the surveyed portion of the proposed ATWS.  The remaining portion of MVP-ATWS-1527 is situated on a 
sloping river bank (Photo 2).  Because a majority of the proposed ATWS was previously surveyed and the 
remaining area consists of terrain not suitable for archaeological testing, SEARCH recommends no 
further archaeological survey of MVP-ATWS-1527. 
 
SEARCH recommends that the topographic contours for the portion of the railroad corridor within the 
ATWS be thoroughly surveyed and mapped and that this portion of the railroad bed be returned to its 
original grade, as mapped, post-construction.  If the original grade of the landform is maintained, 
SEARCH does not believe that the project’s use of MVP-ATWS-1527 would constitute an adverse effect 
to the location and setting of NI-0231; therefore, no further architectural assessment of NI-0231 is 
recommended. 
 
In summary, we request your concurrence with these recommendations.  Please review this letter 
report under Stipulation IV.A. in the executed PA for the project.  This letter report will also be filed with 
the FERC, lead federal agency for the project.  Per Stipulation IV.E., comments should be submitted to 
Paul Friedman at the FERC.  He can be reached at: 
 

Mr. Paul Friedman 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE, Room 1A 
Washington, DC 20426 
(202) 502-8059 
paul.friedman@ferc.gov 

 
You may contact Evelyn Tidlow, GAI, by telephone at (612) 812-5478 or by email at 
E.Tidlow@gaiconsultants.com if you have any technical questions during your review. 
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Thank you for your attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jacob A. Freedman, MA 
Project Manager 
 
 
cc: Matt Hoover, EQT 

Evelyn Tidlow, GAI 
Sean Sparks, Tetra Tech 
James Marine, Tetra Tech 

 
References 
 
Espino, Jason, Hannah Dye, Sarah Heuer, and Barry Stoddart 
2018 Mountain Valley Pipeline Project Combined County Report 1 Cultural Resources Survey: Wetzel, 

Harrison, Braxton, Nicholas, and Greenbrier Counties, West Virginia. Docket No. CP16-10. 
Report prepared for Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC by Tetra Tech, Inc. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
FIGURES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 



 

 

 
 
 

Figure 1. 



 

 

  
 

Figure 2. 



 

 

 
Figure 3.  



 

 

  
Figure 4 

 
 



 

 

 
Photo 1.  Overview of LOD for AR MVP-NI-151.02 and Resource NI-0231, view west. 



 

 

Photo 2.  Overview of unsurveyed area of MVP-ATWS-1527, view northwest. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 2 
REVISED HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 



        Internal Rating: ___________ 
 
 

 WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY 
   INVENTORY FORM 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Street Address Common/Historic Name/Both Field Survey # Site # (SHPO Only) 

Town or Community County Negative No. NR Listed Date 

Architect/Builder Date of Construction Style 

Exterior Siding/Materials Roofing Material Foundation 

Property Use or Function 
      Residence          O 
      Commercial       O 
      Other                  O 

UTM# 

Quadrangle Name Survey Organization & Date 

Part of What Survey/FR# 

Photograph 

(2” x 3” Contact) 

 

S
ite N

o. 

Sketch Map of Property 
Or Attach Copy of USGS Map 

 
 
 N 

james.sexton
Polygon Line


Hannah.Dye
Stamp



±

NI-0230

")



Present Owners 
 
 
 
Phone # 

Owners Mailing Address 

Describe Setting                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                  _____________ Acres 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                   _____ Archaeological
                                                                                                                                                                                           Artifacts Present

Description of Building or Site (Original and Present)                                                    __________Stories    _________Front Bays
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          (Use Continuation Sheets) 
Alterations                                  If yes, describe 

Additions                                    If yes, describe 

Describe All Outbuildings 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          (Use Continuation Sheets) 
Statement of Significance 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          (Use Continuation Sheets) 
Bibliographical References 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          (Use Continuation Sheets) 
Form Prepared By:                                                                                                     Date: 
 
Name/Organization: 
Address: 
 
 
Phone #: 

 

 Yes         No 

  

 Yes         No 

 

 
 
This program receives federal funds from the National Park Service.  Regulations of the U. S. Department of the Interior prohibit unlawful discrimination in department Federally Assisted 
Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap.  Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a 
recipient of Federal Assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127. 



 

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
 
NAME___________________________________      SITE#______________________________ 
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	NameRB: 1
	Field Survey #: 272
	Town/Community: vicinity of Donald
	County: Nicholas
	Negative No: 
	NR Listed Date: 
	Architect/Builder: Not applicable
	Date of Construction: ca. 1915
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